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Need A
Research Assistant?

Calendar
Precinct Officers
Training January 29
Richland Library Gallery - 6:30 pm to 8:15 pm

Want someone else to do your research for you?
Consider the following Internet resources.

Precinct Officers
Central Committee will be meeting on Thursday, February 5

Washington Policy Center (http://washingtonpolicy.org/) sponsors an
excellent site analyzing currently considered bills and alerting those
concerned over good policy. Go to: www.washingtonvotes.org

Famaily Policy Institute supports a legislative action at
www.fpiw.org/legislative-center/ centering in on family issues

The Freedom Foundation's (www.myfreedomfoundation.com) keeps
people informed on their lobbing efforts in support of “Right to Work”
issues as well as budgeting issues.

There are some pretty hairy...no, gruesome... bills
out there this year. You can keep track of them
and follow them into and out of committee as
described in the Billboard column on page 2.
Complicated? Yes, but you'll get the hang of it.

3 Reasons
Washington State
Shouldn’t Come
After Barronelle
Stutzman’s Personal
Assets [as Well as
Arlene's Flowers]
By Alliance Defending Freedom

“In America, the government is supposed to protect freedom, not
intimidate citizens into speaking and acting contrary to their faith
under threat of severe punishment,” said Waggoner. “Plenty of other
florists are willing to provide flowers for same-sex ceremonies, yet
the state attorney general insists on going after not only her business,
but her personal assets as well. It’s nothing more than a blatant
attempt to strong-arm Barronelle into surrendering her freedom and
livelihood.” See: http://alliancedefendingfreedom.org/ or for the full
article, http://alliancedefendingfreedom.org/content/docs/FnJ/FnJ-7.1.pdf

Growth of Government Spending
1997-99 through 2013-15
Total State Spending

$billions

General Fund Plus

Inflation plus Population

http://www.myfreedomfoundation.com
One source of national legislative news from
The Heritage Foundation is located at
heritageaction.com

Note of Interest.....
Interest http://www.myfreedomfoundation.com reports
that Representative Walsh moved off the “Big Spender's” list for 2014.

Capitol Buzz, a part of the Washington State
House Republicans web site, is located at
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/capitol-buzz/
is kept constantly updated with legislative
activity

Any of these sites has an option to
receive updates via email.

From Representative Walsh's
email dated 1/16/15
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●

●

●

●
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When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.
Proverbs 21:15 (ESV)

Since this is a long session, we will be crafting a new, two-year
budget. Although we’ve heard some early proposals from the
governor, we are far from reaching a consensus.
These proposals include large tax increases. With an additional $3 billion
in revenue due to a rebounding economy, many feel this is an unnecessary
option to meet current budget demands.
I'm a firm believer that we should invest in early education to ensure our
children have the tools to succeed in school and life.
As...fiscal conservative, I work to promote policies that are fiscally
responsible.
My goal is to empower parents to provide for and support their own
families.
Our governor's proposals, which call for excessive tax increases, would
harm employers and job opportunities, making it increasingly difficult for
workers to provide for their families.
I encourage you to write, call or e-mail me with any questions or ideas
you have about our government. I always appreciate your feedback as it
helps guide the decisions I make here in the Legislature.
●

When injustice becomes law, rebellion becomes a duty. - Benjamin Franklin

In this first issue of Mutterings, Rather than focusing on specific bills of
interest, I would like to walk you through how using the Internet, you can
find information on bills currently at some stage in the legislative process.
In your borwser, go to the Washington State Legislature homepage at:
http://leg.wa.gov (circled in red at the right). If you browse this site, you
will be intriqued – probably discouraged, and possibly angered – by the
degree to which your freedoms are under attack by your WA State
government.
However if you spend some time on this site you will learn what part
your Senator and Representatives, with significant help from their
assistants, are playing in preserving or attacking your freedoms.
On the home page, in the column at the left (circled in blue , select Bill
Information, or in the column in the right (circled in green at the right),
select Find Bills. Either link will take you to a page which will provide a
means to find bills from the 2011-2012 through 2015-2016 sessions by
searching for a bill:
● by number (e.g., 6505 (a Senate bill), 2551 (a House bill) and 591 (an
initiative)
● by topic (e.g., abortion, firearms, veterans, etc)
● By committee studying the bill
● initiatives and referenda
● A large number of other categories, some not specifically aimed at
finding a specific bill (e.g., How A Bill Becomes Law)
Also on this page, you may retreive a list (by bill number) of all 746 bills
for 2015 by selecting Bill Status Report. Selecting a bill from that list,
(circled in yellow at the right) will show you the status of the bill, i.e.,
whether it is being read, sent to a committee, having a hearing, coming back
out of a committee or ready for a floor discussion or vote. On the status
page for a specific bill, under the heading Bill Documents, selecting
Original Bill (circled in pink at the right) displays a PDF file of the original
bill. Under that heading, other documents concerning the bill can also be
selected. On the page that tell the status of the bill, a link at the top right
(circled in purple at the right) provides the opportunity at the top of the
page to comment on the bill. If you take the opportunity to do that your
comment goes to both of your representatives (if it is a House Bill) or to
your senator (if it is a Senate Bill.)
Alternately, on the Bill Information page, selecting either Senate Floor
Activity Report or House Floor Activity Report will show daily activity in
the Senate or House and allow you to navigate to the same pages to read the
bill and to comment on it.

Citizens' Guide to Initiative 1351: To Reduce Class Sizes

By Liv Finne, Director, Center for Education, September, 2014

(See Washington Policy Center at www.washingtonpolicy.org)

Key Findings
● Seventy-one percent of new staff hired under I-1351 would not be classroom teachers.
● The WEA union would profit by $7.4 million a year under I-1351.
● I-1351 would let school districts increase local property taxes by $1.9 billion through 2019.
● State and local spending under I-1351 would increase by up to $6.6 billion.
● I-1351 provides no funding. Education money diverted to it would make it harder to pay good teachers more.
● Diverting money to I-1351 would make it harder to fund the McCleary decision.
● I-1351’s one-size-fits-all requirement would make it harder for teachers to use new technologies.
● I-1351’s narrow focus on class size is unlikely to improve the quality of education in Washington’s public schools.

Quote from the IRS: “We've got what it takes to take what you've got.”
This newsletter is published and distributed by Karen Batishko, the current precinct committee officer for Benton County Precinct 1365, as well
as the 16th state legislative district representative on the Benton County Republican Party Executive Committee. It's purpose is to keep voters
informed of legislative activity, and how their own District 16 elected officials are acting on their behalf. She may be contacted by email at
pco1365@gmail.com, or by phone at 509-628-8442.
As a PCO, do you have a designated proxy?

When you accepted the position of Precinct Committee Officer (PCO) of your precinct, you made a commitment to represent voters in your
precinct as a link between them and the Benton County Republican Party. Part of that commitment is to faithfully attend meetings of county PCOs,
and as appropriate, voice your questions and concerns, and vote on issues on behalf of your consitituents. If you are unable to atend such a
meeting, your constituents have no voice unless you have made arrangements for a proxy to attend in your place. Please read the following
statement regarding PCO proxies and make the appropriate arrangements for a proxy to assure that your constituents have a voice.

PCOs absent from Central Committee Meetings...
may be represented by a proxy who is a declared Republican [It is your responsibility to know they will vote the same as you
would vote if you were there] and a registered voter in the same precinct. All proxies shall be in writing, signed by the maker,
and delivered to the County Chairman or the Credentials Chair via electronic transmittal, mail or in person. The proxy's standing
shall be verified by the Credentials Chair. The proxy authorization must be provided at least 24 hours in advance of the subject
meeting. Standing proxies are permitted in the case of PCOs who have reasonable expectations of not being able to attend
due to working commitments.
PCO Proxy Form
I, ______________________________of ________Precinct do hereby appoint ______________________________
to vote as my proxy at a meeting of the Benton County Repuglican Central Committee to be held on ______, 20____
or at any adjourned meeting thereof, with all the power I should possess if personally present, hereby revoking all previous
proxies.
Signed ______________________________ Date____________
Witnessed____________________________ Date___________

