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On Wednesday, August 19, a group of your Benton County Republican Party (BCRP) leadership met with 4 th Congressional
District Representative Dan Newhouse (R) and two of his staff members. Benton County representatives were Executive
Committee members Shon Small, Vic Parish, Jerry Strickler, and PCO Jerry Martin. At the beginning of the meeting, Shon
explained that the group did not officially represent the BCRP, but were attending the meeting as constituents from the 4 th
District. The meeting was limited to about 45 min. of discussion. The topics discussed and notable points are as follows:
1. Congress, Newhouse's impact and the 2016 elections.
4. Budget, continuing resolution.
● Vic asked about Newhouse's voting record, which is rated at
● There was consensus that the government spends too much
63% by the conservative Heritage Foundation.
money and that there are to many worthless agencies which
 Newhouse said he pays no attention to the several rating
should be put out of business.
● Newhouse didn’t think the Export-Import Bank was one that
systems
● There was a general discussion about the “do nothing”
should be shuttered.
Congress.
5. First Amendment (Religious Freedom) Defense Act.
● Jerry Martin thanked Newhouse for cosponsoring HR 2802, and
 Newhouse explained that the House has passed many bills but
that the Senate does little on them.
thanked him for his reply letter.
● Jerry noted that several people had written Newhouse letters
 There is always a veto threat from Obama.
 This has been very frustrating to him; he seemed
asking him to write letters to the Kennewick and Pasco City
discouraged when discussing this point.
Council members urging them to approve a Resolution
● Newhouse explained his vote for Boehner as Speaker as one of
Affirming Freedom of Conscience
● Josh Lozano (staff district representative) made copies of the
two choices – Boehner or Pelosi.
 Vic asked about the Meadows motion to declare the Speaker
letters and resolution,with a promise to pursue this request.
position vacant.
6. Keeping Export-Import Bank dead.
● Vic explained his reasons against renewing the Ex-Im Bank.
 Newhouse said they had not voted on it because Meadows
● Newhouse said the Ex-Im Bank benefits lots of small businesses
had introduced the issue to spark debate.
● Newhouse is on the Rules Committee and a member of several
that are important to the Washington economy.
● Vic explained that the small businesses represent less than 1%
caucuses, the main ones being the Study Committee and
Western States Caucus.
of the total cost and there are better and cheaper ways to assist
2. Iran Deal.
small business.
● Newhouse said he expects the House to kill the deal; he is not
● Newhouse did not appear to be convinced.
sure of what the Senate will do.
7. Killing a bad “No Chlld Left Behind” (NCLB) re-authorization.
● Newhouse reviewed the “secret” deal and is very concerned that
● Jerry Strickler noted his wife, Phyllis, is a Richland School
it is ineffective and will not prevent Iran from going nuclear but
Board member who has said the NCLB(and Common Core) do
will fund terrorism.
not serve students well and should not be the accepted
● Newhouse went to Israel last week and met with Netanyahu and
standards.
● Newhouse said that the federal government should not be
other leaders. They are convinced the deal is bad.
● Vic urged Newhouse to try to influence Senators Murray and
involved in education (All in the meeting were in agreement).
Cantwell to vote against the deal.
8. No Funding for Planned Parenthood.
● Vic asked if Newhouse had signed on to the Mulvaney letter in
3. Killing Obamacare through reconciliation.
● The House has passed many bills to repeal Obamacare and will
opposition to public funding for Planned Parenthood.
● Newhouse was not aware of the letter.
try again through reconciliation.
● The Senate does not have 60 votes to move a bill.
● Carrie Meadows, Chief of Staff, took the action to get the
● There is always the veto threat from Obama.
information for Newhouse.
● Again Newhouse sounded discouraged.

Calendar

Why does a slight tax increase cost you $200 and a substantial tax cut
save you 30 cents?

Central Committee will be meeting on Thursday, September 3
7:00 pm - Benton PUD Auditorium in Kennewick
on 10th St. where it intersects with Highway 395
(If you cannot attend be sure to make arrangements for a proxy to attend
in your place at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting.)
Executive Committee Meeting – Tuesday, September 1
Prosser BentonREA office at 402 7th Street, Prosser

If you faint in the day of adversity, Your strength is small. Deliver those who are drawn toward death,
and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter….will He not render to each man according to his deeds?
(Pr 24:10–12)

One of the lessons of history is that nothing is often a good thing to do and always a clever thing to say.—Will Durant
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The big freeze out

Moderates:

“We can vote either way”

Statesman:

“Wow!
This smells
bad!”
Tax Payer:
“We'll never
get this mess
cleaned up!”

Politician:
“I know what's”
best for the
People!

(c) cko

Grass Roots Citizen:

“We've been stuck in the same place
for so long that it feels like we've become
Part of the earth.”

In 1981 Republican John Spellman took office as Governor of
Washington State. I have often heard Republicans intone with
woe, “This was the last Republican governor that Washington
State has had.”
Here are some interesting facts:
By 1977 a very conservative wing of the Party was beginning to
prosper. It was known as the “Young Republicans.” As it was gaining
momentum it was stirring up the grass-roots voters. Unbeknownst to
local conservative activists, this phenomena was happening in other
states as well. This was a backlash by thinking voters who had
recently received liberal indoctrination at their local colleges. In the 6
to 10 years since their graduation they had realized real life didn't fit
with the political clap-trap they had received at school. But it was not
just the thinkers who were catching on because conservative politics
made sense to any “common-sense thinker” as well, or to any who
aspired to raise up leaders instead of politicians to lead our country.
This movement stirred the voters with hope and they were
pleased to say “yes” to John Spellman on the state level as well as
Ronald Reagan on the national level.
After Spellman took office, he disdained his own supporters by
putting his heel on the “Young Republicans” to silence them, and
went on to rule a period of recession marked by rising unemployment
and disappointing tax revenues. He agreed with his legislature to
raise the sales tax from 5.5% to 6.5%. Although Reagan lasted for
two terms, Spellman did not. (continued at the right)
(What facts are not taken from my own memory can be found on
Wikipedia.)

Fast forward to today...When Alan Keyes was scheduled to
speak at the Cowlitz County Lincoln Day Dinner this year, the State
Republican Party refused to put the date of their dinner on the
Website Calendar. Susan Hutchison excused that behavior with the
comment, “Can you imagine the uproar it would cause among donors,
supporters and other Republicans? If we promoted this speaker on
the WSRP website, wouldn’t it hurt the credibility of the WSRP?”
This comment was my first clue as to the identity of the important
people in the party, i.e., donors and supporters with a few others
thrown in!
Alan Keyes explains the point to which WSRP holds objections,
simply: “The GOP is broken. The American system is supposed to be
based on representation. The quisling leaders in the GOP are willfully
refusing to represent the people who elected them. They are
arrogantly punishing anyone who dares to do so. They are acting like
Communist Party bosses instead of an American Party’s elected
representatives.” [http://loyaltoliberty.com/its-not-the-system-thats-broken-its-thegop/]

History has shown us that although disdained by the political
machine, conservatives can stir grassroots to become involved voters
and sway elections for the better. The Party's unwillingness to work
with true conservatives in any way is an affront to conservatives'
higher calling to make a difference for their country. The “Others”
who give the Party so much of their time can and do lend credibility
to the grassroots voice. Conservatives, undoubtedly outnumbering
other branches of the Republican Party, may still have to wear the
title of “too far out!” That only goes to show the utter fear politicians
face at the thought that their effectiveness at running conservatives out
of the party HAS EXHAUSTED ITSELF.
[Karen B]

This newsletter is published and distributed by Karen Batishko, the current precinct committee officer for Benton County Precinct 1365, as well as the 16 th
state legislative district representative on the Benton County Republican Party Executive Committee. It's purpose is to keep voters informed of legislative
activity, and how their own District 16 elected officials are acting on their behalf. She may be contacted by email at pco1365@gmail.com, or by phone at
509-628-8442.

